The Road  (LG2)
Reader Response Questions from pgs 1-75
(please answer all of the following questions completely,  and on a separate sheet)

Define: 
cataclysm,  glaucoma, pilgrim, translucent, alabaster, temporal, opaque,

cauterized, refracted, autistic, vestibular, marauder, gambreled, languor, plumage

effigies, bogfolk, incandescence, cannonading, mastic, providential, obsidian, macadam, rachitic, palisade, anointing, gyrke.  (13)
You should have researched the following terms over the internet. Write a brief paragraph explaining just what you think they might mean: 

Religious iconography 
Nihilistic violence
Moral essentialism

(9)
Content specific questions:
1.  The main characters are not given specific names. Why might this be?   2 marks
2.  The boy’s mother has a new lover.  Who is it?  Explain.  3 marks
3.   Write down three powerful similes used before page 75.  3 marks 
4.  Why does the man leave his wallet in the road? (51).   Find one other piece of evidence (quote) from the reading to support your answer.   5 marks. 

5.  When the author writes “then all was dark again” (47), one could interpret this statement as having two meanings.  What are they?  2 marks.  

6.  Discuss the following quotations.  Discuss their meaning in context with the novel:

“a creation perfectly evolved to meet its own end”  (59)  2 marks.
“her cries meant nothing to him”  (59) 2 marks.  


7.  Provide a personal review of the first seventy-five pages of this novel.  What’s happened?  Are you enjoying it or not, and why?  (6)








TOTAL:  48 marks
Bonus:  Who wrote “Detroit Rock City”, and WHEN?  Why might this be significant to the novel?     
The Road

Reader Response Questions from pgs 76-150
(please answer all of the following questions completely,  and on a separate sheet)

Define: 

sapper, plume, remnant, matrix, trellis, idiom, referents, viscera, woad, runic, creed, motif, truncheon, tableau, lanyard, bludgeon, phalanx, catamites, bedlam, lope, accrue, illucid, cistern, mendicant, palimpsest, implacable  (13 marks)       

Content specific questions

1.  Find three similes and write them down.  Include their page numbers.  (3)
2.  Explain the following statement found on page 89 by analyzing the paragraph that surrounds it:  “The sacred idiom shorn of its referents and so of its reality”.  (3)

3.  List three things the man “saw but did not see” before prying off the latch to the basement.   One is revealed after the episode in the basement.  Which of these had he already seen a sign of quite some time beforehand?  What was the sign? (5)

4.  Study the dialogue at the bottom of page 126 and on through 127.  The boy has questioned the man in this manner before.  Explain what it is that he’s concerned with.  What has this got to do with carrying the fire?  (2) 

5.  Comment on the following quotation (130):  “Borrowed time and borrowed world and borrowed eyes with which to sorrow it” (2)

6.  They both see a sign that makes the man smile (131).  Take a guess as to what it says. Provide reasoning for your answer.  (2)

7.  Explain (131):  “He thought each memory recalled must do some violence to its origins”.  (3)  

8.  What’s the only key thing the man does not find in the refuge? (1)  

9.  Where is the boy warm at last?  Be specific.  (1)   
Total:  35 marks
The Road Part III
Final Project Categories and Criterion

Choose one option from each of the following categories
Category 1:  The essay

Write a 600-900 word essay on any of the following topics:  

1.  Compare and Contrast McCarthy’s writing style with that of another author you’ve enjoyed.  See me for guidance.  
2.  This excerpt was taken from a blog arguing the merit of teaching The Road to high school students:  “Although they have not lived through the Cold War, Generation Y nevertheless face their own Armageddon with global warming, bird flu and terrorism. Do they need speculative fiction as hauntingly unsettling as The Road to reinforce the tenuousness of their existence?”  Discuss this quotation, with careful reference to particular scenes within the novel.  
3.  Examine the character of Ely.  Explore whether he bears any resemblance to The Fisher King, or the biblical figure Elijah.  In either case, what purpose does he serve in The Road?  

4.  Other.  (see me).
Category 2:  The Project

 Choose one of the following options to suit your own liking:

1.  Write an epic poem or short story that explores similar themes as those found in The Road.  If you like, you may re-write the ending, though if you choose this route, you should try to stay faithful to McCarthy’s writing style.  Poems must include a write-up explaining what has been attempted.  
2.  Write the theme song for The Road.  Perform it for the class.  It should be somewhat poetic, containing notable phrases from throughout the story.  

3.  School Quarantine creative writing assignment.  

4.  Other (see me).  

Marks:  50 project marks per category (100 total)

